
Our Story
Marietta Cellars is located just outside the little town of Geyserville in one of California’s premier wine growing 
regions, Sonoma County. Owner and winemaker Chris Bilbro founded the winery in 1978 in a rented cow barn in 
the Dry Creek Valley. Marietta Cellars is named after Chris’ great aunt; Marietta was a tough Italian immigrant 
who was known for always having a stock pot on the stove, a bountiful garden, and a plentiful table. Not having 
any children of her own, she took Chris under her wing and taught him how to cook by hand and taste which is a 
direct correlation to Chris’ winemaking style.

Since his first release in 1978, Chris’s greatest accomplishment and passion has been his four sons. His second 
greatest accomplishment has been his ability to produce a product of incredible consistency both in quality and 
price with relatively complete anonymity.

The wines of Marietta Cellars are a personification of Chris Bilbro, his outlook on life, and general lifestyle. No 
wine is complete on its own; pleasurable pursuits such as cooking, fishing, hunting, gardening, and entertaining 
add balance to wine, as they do to life. And, to this day, no wine gets bottled without Chris’s approval and no 
vineyard row goes more than a week without Chris riding his ATV through it.

Despite Chris’ immense presence and personality, Marietta Cellars has become a true family affair. Handling the 
majority of the day to day operations are Chris’s three eldest sons, Jake, Scot, and Sam. Brothers by blood and best 
friends by choice, they are dedicated to the dream that Chris started in 1978.

Our Belief
In recent years, wine for many consumers has become too much of a symbol of status. In our opinion, an 
inordinate amount of emphasis is placed on what appellation a wine comes from, what score it got and from 
whom, or how much it costs. It seems that a lot of wineries have followed the same path; little to no emphasis 
seems to be put towards the challenge of producing consistent quality or genuine value year in and year out. What’s 
in the bottle should taste good and what’s on the bottle should tell you what you’re drinking. Wine tastes good, 
goes great with food, and is relaxing after a hard day’s work. In short, it is little thing that makes life better.

There are plenty of wines that are made specifically for a special occasion or a fancy weekend night. On the other 
hand, there are few wines that would be just fine on the table at a special event, but are priced and made for 
Tuesday night family dinners or Saturday afternoon salami and cheese lunches. Marietta Cellars has successfully 
aimed to walk that fine line for over thirty years.

Marietta Cellars doesn’t have a tasting room or a wine club. We don’t buy advertisements in wine magazines or 
enter wine competitions. We don’t make “trophy wines” nor do we charge “trophy wine” prices. That being said, 
our wine is allocated on release due to demand and routinely sells out prior to the next release. Our wines don’t 
sell because of ratings, because of the view from our tasting room, or because of a fancy label. Our wines sell 
because we make consistently great wine and we ask a very fair price.


